
 

Start. End. Or Fix.

 
Does it surprise you that I like traditions? Little things like
taking a family picture with our foster kittens before we take
them back to the shelter...to big things like how we celebrate
birthdays in our house. I like to know what to expect and who
is going to be there.

My family put up our Christmas decorations on Friday after
Thanksgiving, the timing of this tradition changed after our
kids were born, but it's here to stay now. Like many of you,
some of our Christmas traditions come in the form of tree
ornaments that we put on year after year. I can tell you which
ornaments were some of the first Tyler and I bought on our
first Christmas together 16 years ago. I can point on the one
from Wesley's first Christmas. A lot of these ornaments bring
me some Christmas joy.

But some of the ornaments, bring just a touch of sadness.
There's the hand-sewn one made from one of Grandpa's
shirts. The organ-donor star with Grampy's name on it. The
Harley-Davidson one that Tyler's mom gave to us before she
passed.



The other one that makes me sad: the broken seashell we
brought back from the Bahamas 9 years ago...why do we still
keep it??!?? Every year I look at it and wonder: do we throw it
away? And every year, it gets put back in the bag just so I can
wonder the same question next Thanksgiving.

Christmas can be like that: sometimes the rhythms of the
season bring us immense joy in celebrating the birth of our
King. Sometimes it brings us intense sadness knowing there
will be an empty seat at the table from now on. And
sometimes: it's just broken and we don't know what to do
with it. And if you're ______ (?) enough: you get all three all
in the same season.

Traditions are all about knowing what to expect. But we can't
always anticipate what life brings us. But we can always
expect to God show up in the midst of life. When the smile on
our face can't get any bigger, He's there. When our grief is so
profound, He's there. When we're not sure how to fix what's
broken, He's there.

Do me a favor this holiday season? Start a tradition. Or honor
the end a tradition. Or fix-up a tradition to make it better. Do
whatever it takes to feel God's presence this Christmas
season. Because His tradition of showing up, is something we
can always expect.

-Pastor Ashley
 
 

GET INFORMED
Click the links for more
information

Midweek Prayer
Gathering, Nov 30
Faith in Motion Dance
Recital, Dec 2

GET INVOLVED

We need you! There are
many opportunities to get
involved within the life of St.
Joe @ Y. Our top 3 priorities
for volunteers are

Set Up: Can you plug a

https://www.stjoemin.com/event-details/midweek-prayer-gathering
https://www.stjoemin.com/event-details/dance-recital


Jingle Jam, Dec 10
Youth Group, Dec 17
Longest Night, Dec 21
Movie PJ Party, Dec 22
Christmas Eve @ Y,
Dec 24, 4p
Countdown to Noon,
Dec 31, 11:30a
Youth Crochet Club
Women's Bible Study

cord into an outlet?
Then you can help with
set up! You can do it, I
promise! Setting up
chairs is also an easy
way to start!
Sound: Training is
provided and it really is
a quick learn!
Greeters: Can you say
hello? Sure you can! Be
the first smiling face
people see as they
come into worship.

Contact Pastor Ashley to be a
faithful servant!

Faithful. Fearless. Fruitful.

 

GET INSPIRED

 
Have you taken one of the 1,000 postcards to give
to a friend, relative, acquaintance, neighbor, or co-
worker?? Make sure to pick one (or two) up and
let's invite people to be part of the Christmas
Season at St. Joe and St. Joe @ Y. The postcards

https://www.stjoemin.com/event-details/jingle-jam-at-st-joe-y
https://www.stjoemin.com/event-details/youth-group-2023-12-17-19-00
https://www.stjoemin.com/event-details/longest-night-at-st-joe-y
https://www.stjoemin.com/event-details/christmas-movie-pj-party
https://www.stjoemin.com/event-details/christmas-eve-at-st-joe-y
https://www.stjoemin.com/event-details/countdown-to-noon
https://www.stjoemin.com/event-details/youth-crochet-club-2023-10-15-12-00
https://www.stjoemin.com/event-details/thursday-am-bible-study-2023-10-12-08-30
mailto:amoreland@stjoemin.com


are double-sided with events happening at St. Joe
UMC (6004 Reed Road) on one side and St. Joe @
Y (5680 YMCA Park Dr W) on the other. The
Events page of the website
(www.stjoemin.com/events) is also a really great
way of knowing what, when and where things are
happening.

The excitement is building for each and every
opportunity. There are already 53 people signed
up to come be part of the Christmas Movie PJ
Party! It is going to be a great season of spreading
hope, peace, love and joy as we celebrate Jesus'
birthday!
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